
Hi Wil: 

 

I hope this message finds you doing well. I wanted to let you know some news. It saddens me to have to 

tell you this, but I want you to hear it from me, not through the family grapevine.  Let me give you a 

brief history. 

 

In October of 2003, a ministerial servant’s wife in my congregation called me bad association. I was 

doing everything I was supposed to be doing as a JW (for more than three years). I wanted to get re-

married and no one was introducing me to any single brothers. When this ministerial servants wife 

called me bad association (and this was not the first time in my JW life that someone said harsh things to 

me/about me), I realized that I would never find a JW husband. 

 

I was so hurt by this, that I stopped going to meetings regularly. I just read my bible and prayed to 

Jehovah. I prayed incessantly for a Christian husband. Within a year, I was married to Derrick. All the 

while I stayed true to the morals I believed in and Derrick respected me and honored that. 

 

The Hamand side of the family completely blew us off when we sent out invitations to our wedding 

reception. In fact, on my wedding day your mom called me to tell me how she disapproved of my 

marriage to Derrick. How hurtful and judgmental. I cried to Derrick. He was beside himself. 

Throughout the marriage Derrick was willing to learn more about the JW religion.  But then Paul 

Hamand said something judgmental to me too.  Then my mom said something extremely judgmental to 

me on one of her visits here.  Derrick kept seeing how harsh the Hamand side of the family was to me.  

Despite all these harsh judgments, he still from time to time attended meetings and memorials with me.  

At the beginning of December 2010, he was thinking of converting.  He started to research the history of 

the JW religion.  He told me this and also said he had found some alarming things about the religion. I 

quickly informed him that I would not read anything apostate. I would only read the New World 

Translation Bible and only Watchtower publications. He agreed not to share anything apostate with me. 

He began to share with me Watchtowers where the Society over the years has made false predictions 

on the end coming, Charles Taze Russell practicing Pyramidology to make predictions of the end coming, 

flip-flops in teachings, the Society admitting to false prophesying, the Society admitting to using a known 

spiritist (Johannes Greber) to endorse their Bible, etc. I have all these Watchtowers. I could not answer 

his questions, so I asked for my mom and Dawn’s help. They could not answer these questions also. 

They became very defensive and I started to realize something was wrong. They started accusing me of 

bad things, and all the while I had not done anything wrong, other than try to answer Derrick’s 

questions. Additionally, when I was starting to read scriptures in their entire context out of the New 

World Translation Bible I realized that many of the JW teaching were contradictory to the Bible. I just 

read the Bible. 2 Timothy 3:14-17 tells us the scriptures are all we need to make ourselves wise for 

salvation and fully equipped for every good work. Other scriptures say we are to test teachings of man. 

Yet the latest Watchtowers tell us not to question – to trust the Society blindly. Why is it, no one can 

answer my questions? I have prayed and read the bible more in the last year and a half than I have my 

entire life. I have found wonderful things out in the Bible about how we receive salvation and are 



guaranteed it – not it ever being contingent on our works. I showed all these scriptures to my mom and 

sister, but was still told by them that salvation is through the Society – Jehovah’s only spirit-directed 

organization – only true religion. That is not what the NWT Bible says. I have so many scriptures to prove 

this. All I tried doing with mom and Dawn was to use the Bible – the NWT bible to get answers. Instead, 

they have accused me of going apostate and have disowned me as of about three weeks ago. 

It has been a tough road. I have cried nearly every day. It is getting better and Derrick is so supportive. I 

don’t understand why they have disowned me. Mom chanted 2 John verses 9 & 10, accusing me of 

leaving the teachings of Christ. I told her I had done no such thing. She said that because I was not going 

to be a JW, that I was leaving the teachings of Christ. Nowhere in the Bible does it say the teachings of 

Christ are one religion.  

 

Jehovah's Witnesses have been taught that there is only one true religion, citing Ephesians 4:5, 6 "one 

Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all [persons]who is over all and through all and in 

all." 

 

However, looking at the definition of "faith" in the Bible at Hebrews 11:1 it tells us that "faith" is not an 

organized religion. The 11th chapter of Hebrews goes on about what faith is. Additional scriptures say 

that faith is a fruit of God's spirit. Never is faith defined in the Bible as a religion. 

 

I understand if you have to un-friend me from Facebook, but I hope and pray you won’t. You have 

always meant a lot to me – like a brother in fact. I have always been sad we did not stay in touch since 

Derrick and I got married. It was great to see you at your 25th anniversary party. 

 

I hope this is not the end. I pray that everyone in our family that is JW has their hearts softened and 

their eyes opened. I am no longer a spiritual hostage, but have found the truth in simply reading the 

Bible. The unknown translators of the NWT have not been successful in changing all the scriptures, so 

when you read it without the aid of supplemental publications, you actually see the unharmonious 

translation. All I need is the NWT Bible to show the truth – nothing written by an apostate. 

 

If you want more information – again, nothing apostate, please let me know. 

 

Love always, 

 

 

Elyse 


