
Dear Mom and Dawn: 

This will probably be our last communication, as you are about to shun me.  I want you to know how 

much I love you and what a painful year it has been not getting you both to answer questions my 

husband had.  I could not answer these questions for my husband, despite my years of meetings, studies 

and training.  The lack of help and the accusations has not stopped me from loving you both and I will 

never stop loving you.   

Before you shun me and disown me as the society teaches (not the bible), I want to explain why I had 

these questions.  I also want to assure you that I am not leaving the teachings of Christ as mom accused 

me of reading 2 John verses 9 and 10.   

I have sobbed like a baby thinking about how it must be very sad for you both.  After all, you think 

Derrick, Evan and I are doomed to eternal destruction – that we will not receive salvation.  I am so sorry 

you are going through that due to being misinformed about what is truly required of salvation. 

This is completely contrary to what the Bible states in the New World Translation: 

"For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, in order that everyone exercising 

faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life." John 3:16 NWT 

"By this undeserved kindness, indeed, you have been saved through faith; and this not owing to you, it is 

God's gift.  No, it is not owing to works, in order that no man should have ground for boasting." 

Ephesians 2:8, 9 NWT 

"Jesus said to her:  'I am the resurrection and the life.  He that exercises faith in me, even though he dies, 

will come to life; and everyone that is living and exercises faith in me will never die at all.  Do you believe 

this?" John 11:25 NWT 

"and that from infancy you have known the holy writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation 

through the faith in connection with Christ Jesus." 2 Timiothy 3:15, NWT 

Many more scriptures tell us the same: John 5:24 and 10:26-28, Acts 16:30, Romans 4:1-5 and 6:23 

Ephesians 4:5, 6 mentions one faith.  Hebrews 11:1 defines faith.  Many other scriptures describe faith.  

Faith is a fruitage of the spirit.  Faith is a state, not a religion.  Nowhere in the Bible is faith ever 

described as a religion. 

As a Jehovah's Witness, I had many questions.   I asked you mom and those I studied with many of the 

same questions over the years.  These questions always resurfaced. Circular logic was always used to try 

to convince me of illogical answers to my questions. When the person I was asking could not prove their 

point, they would get frustrated and tell me to either go talk to the elders, or it was strongly suggested 

that I should have faith in "the Society", as they are Jehovah God's sole channel of communication to 

those of us on Earth.  



I was told I should not question, other times I was told it was OK to question, but when I really 

questioned, I was accused of not having faith and as of recently mom, you have accused me of 

"apostasy" - that is leaving the teachings of the Christ. (2 John verses 9 and 10). 

When asked, "Don't you have faith?", it is a bit intimidating.  When studying with the elders and going 

over the 120 questions required to qualify me for baptism, asking my questions was met with these 

intimidation tactics.  My questions could not even be answered by the elders.  But, I quickly shut up, so 

that they would qualify me for baptism.  After all, I was told to be saved and to show my love to God I 

had to be baptized.  Knowing the track record of others who have questioned and been 

disfellowshipped for apostasy, quickly makes one back down. 

It was around December 1 of 2010 that Derrick told me he was considering converting to being a 

Jehovah’s Witness, but he had some questions.  When I came to you both with these questions, I was 

accused of reading and promoting apostate websites.  For over a year I have been relentlessly 

questioning things and seeking to find the truth through diligent research.  I have approached you 

both and even a pioneer sister who regularly calls on me.  No one is willing to take the research 

(research out of the Watchtower publications and New World Translation Bible) and look into it.  Instead 

I am accused of trying to witness to you with apostate information.  You both have refused to go and 

look at these publications to prove they are as you have concluded “tampered with” publications.  Mom, 

you tell me you cannot get ahold of these old publications, but yet I know they exist in the Kingdom Hall 

library.  You have bound volumes of Watchtower publications going back to the 50's or later.  You won't 

even open them up and look at the articles I have found.  If you weren't scared, and if you were 

confident you really had the one true religion, you would go look them up and try to prove me wrong, 

but you refuse to even do that.  

I would say the one biggest questions Derrick had, that I could not answer and you both have refused to 

talk about, is that of all the false predictions.  You need not call yourself a prophet, to be a “prophet” as 

defined at Deuteronomy 18:20-22.   

"'However, the prophet who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded him to 

speak or who speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet must die.  And in case you should say in 

your heart: "How shall we know the word that Jehovah has not spoken?" when the prophet speaks in 

the name of Jehovah and the word does not occur or come true, that is the word that Jehovah did not 

speak.  With presumptuousness the prophet spoke it.  You must not get frightened at him.' 

The Watchtower has claimed to be prophets (Watchtower April 1, 1974, “They shall know that a Prophet 

was Among Them”) When the Watchtower said the end would come and they said it was backed up by 

scripture, Jesus or God, the light is not getting brighter, it is simply a false prophesy as defined by 

Deuteronomy 18:20-22. 

So many Watchtowers can back all this up, but if you are not willing to look up those publications, 

then I am not going to take our time to write them down.  I noted some of them in my previous 

communications. 

What worries me the most is your lack of assistance in this matter.  To me it shows your fear – fear that 

the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society has engrained in its followers.  I am happy to defend my faith 

using the New World Translation Bible.  If I was an apostate, I would not be using what the Watchtower 



Bible and Tract Society claims to be the most accurate translation of the Bible.  Of course, when they use 

worldly people to endorse the NWT of the Bible, they don’t tell you that Jason BeDuhn has called out 

many inaccuracies, mainly that the word Jehovah has been added 237 times in the New Testament.  Or, 

that Johannes Greber was a known spiritist as admitted in the Watchtower. 

In the last year and a half, I have done more praying, searching and reading of the Bible than I have my 

entire life.  I am so happy to be serving God.  I love my enemies, I love my neighbors, I love my entire 

family, despite harsh judgments and accusations and I forgive them and everyone else who has ever 

done anything wrong to me.  I made a list of all the people I needed to forgive and prayed to God about 

it, telling God I forgave them.  What a humbling experience.   I have finally found out what true humility 

is.  It is not about proving yourself right.  It is about looking, searching, seeking and admitting when you 

are wrong. And, I have asked you to prove me wrong by proving that the Watchtower publications I 

have are “tampered with”.  In turn, I apologize for all the wrongs I have done to others. 

I will continue to pray for my family.  I will pray that God softens your heart and opens your eyes.  I 

am not trying to convert you or make you an “apostate”, but I do not believe that just one religion will 

gain salvation – that is not what the Bible teaches.  And, I will not align myself with a religion that 

meets the definition of Deuteronomy 18:20-22, for I fear my everlasting life would be in jeopardy.  I 

will continue to diligently strive to live my life by the Bible and follow the teachings of Christ (2 John 9 

and 10). My hope and prayer is that someday, you will accept Derrick, Evan and me in your life again.  

When that happens, we will be there with the greatest joy in our hearts and love to give all of you. 

I have prayed long and hard about all this.  I am willing to make a stand for the true faith (not religion) 

that the Bible teaches, despite the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society teaching you to shun and disown 

me.  So, it is with great sorrow, but faith to serve God, that I make this stand. 

I am not an apostate of Christ’s teachings.  I will continue to pray, read the bible and seek to serve God. 

With the utmost love and respect to my family, 

 

Your daughter and sister, 

Elyse 


